[bookmark: _GoBack]	I blame Alex Forbes – well; that’s always a good  starting point and general rule of thumb but used in this particular context as a consequence of the  plea in his latest splendid OW round up as,  and when referring to Coronavirus, he states:
“Write to me about your experiences, i will publish them, it might spark others to try different things , it’s an opportunity !   “ 
	I always used to make a similar plea, for contributions that is, during the years of editing the Football Club newsletter – still do as I continue to publish the Cricket version -  but there are a lot of deaf ears out there and I can only hope that this pandemic inspires people to respond to Alex’s generous offer more than they do to mine 
	Apart from anything else, Coronoviras is having a devastating effect on OW life, with Jasper Gundry-White, our new Bar manager, giving details and providing some very useful tips as to how to stay safe – it was Jasper, Alex, not President Neil Kendrick! 
	On Monday March 16th I went to Selhurst Park to speak to Holly to confirm the final arrangements for the Alf Parish Memorial darts tournament, a trophy currently held by our very own Football Club and also contested by their Cricket equivalent 
	Crystal Palace FC had agreed to my request to purchase another two dart boards in order to make the evening progress more swiftly, whilst the venue had been switched from the Vice Presidents lounge to the Julian Speroni restaurant, which is a lot bigger 
	Eight teams had confirmed their participation – with a possible additional ninth – and we had agreed to cater for sixty people. Palace were to provide three splendid raffle prizes and all seemed set for an exciting evening 
	Less than 24 hours later Holly sadly informed me that Palace had decided to shut down the stadium until March 31st  in order to undertake a deep clean  and all functions have had to be cancelled 
	A ‘phone call to Doreen Parish, Alf’s widow, is in order as I need to explain the situation to her, and she understands. We then discuss who, in view of the fact that professional football has been suspended, should be crowned Premier League champions. 
“I think it should be decided by the results of the last three games”, she suggests, which shows Palace as having P.3. W.3 GF 3   GA 0, the best return of all 20 sides; a wise woman, is Doreen! 
	However,  and returning to the darts, all is not lost and the evening will be re-scheduled for September,  when the Football Club will have an opportunity of retaining their title ; the extra six  months will also give Alex the opportunity of returning the trophies ; and engraved! 
	Our own football, of course, has also been suspended following the decision of the Southern Amateur League, and the rest of the season now looks in doubt and, sadly, the Super Vets game against Arts Network will now not be played on April 5th 
	This is a particularly shame because this fixture will henceforth be stagged  in honour of Kirk Benjamin, who has played in previous encounters. Arts Network is a charity that helps those with severe and enduring mental health needs,  and  with whom we have established  a very good relationship over the years, and the games are always entertaining and played in the right spirit, and  I know the charity are extremely  grateful for the money the OWs have raised for them  as a consequence 
	However, and again, all is not lost for the game will be re-scheduled and, hopefully, at the start of next season 
	The next OW casualty of the virus is the monthly OWLS – Old Wilsonians’ lunches – where thirty or so, somewhat elderly, Old Wilsonians get together for a meal, a drink and a chat. This gathering was the inspiration of the legendary Ian Forbes, who realised that the Club were missing the chance to make money:
“The Club is always empty on week-days and we are missing a great opportunity”, he observed several years ago, so came up with the idea that one member should volunteer to do the cooking and another to man the Bar, and the OWA’s income would increase accordingly.
	And it works, our only expense being the money we pay the chef for the food, after which in excess of £300 invariably goes to the OWA 
	Dave Stewart was due to be the man in the kitchen for April, and when asked whether or not we should go ahead in view of the current situation he replied: 
	“Given that we’ve been advised to avoid restaurants then it seems to me that OWLS should be suspended as I don’t see a difference between the two. Additionally I have great concerns as to whether I would be able to get the food in sufficient quantities - at least without a lot of hassle and being accused of stockpiling. I’ve had 2 menus in mind and, having checked, I now know I cannot get sufficient quantities for either.”
	On the face of it this is a very sensible response, although I have to say that attending OWLS is far more satisfying than visiting a restaurant, and if you must insist on cooking toilet rolls and pasta, Dave, then I’m not surprised that you are having problems in getting enough supplies 
	However, all is not lost and OWLS will return as and when the situation improves 
	But there is one group of hardy Old Wilsonians who will not surrender to the virus and that is  our gardening group, who meet on a monthly basis to tend to the garden, and much else besides, and will be out in force again on March 30th 
	Of course Coronavirus is awful and the elderly are particularly vulnerable, but the stark fact is that over 23,000 pensioners die every winter as a consequence of fuel and food poverty, something that the government  should address after this pandemic is over 
	Personally I’m more concerned about getting a virus on my computer, which would make my input into the OWs, and much else besides, virtually impossible, such is this IT obsessed age  
	We are advised to self-isolate and not go out, so what should we do with this time of enforced isolation? May I recommend listening to Leonard Cohen’s  last, and sadly, posthumous album, ‘Thanks for the Dance’, which is as good as anything he has recorded 
	Take, for example, track six, ‘The Goal’, which begins “I can’t leave my house…..”
Oh dear 
	If you do leave your house you are instructed to keep a distance of at least two metres between you and  everyone else – no problem there; people tend to keep as far away as possible from me 
	Stay safe everyone, and mind how you go; particularly if you have run out of toilet rolls. And don’t forget to support the Football Club, when they defend their darts trophy and do battle for ‘The Kirk Benjamin Trophy.’ OWLS will also be back in due course and when you see a riot of colour enveloping the Club – the summer geraniums are currently on order – remember that this would not be possible without our gardening gang 
	Finally, instead of singing the somewhat turgid “Happy Birthday” when washing your hands to ward off germs, why not sing “The Red Flag;” far more worthy  and inspiring 

